
  

 

 

Teaming: 
 

 Bolsters Grades 
 

 Provides A Personalized 
Learning Environment 

 

 Increases Attendance 
 

 Reduces Disciplinary 
Incidents 

 

 Builds Meaningful 
Relationships 

 

 

 

 
Freshman students are placed on one of three teams: Fuji, Mauna Kea or 

Olympus with the intention that students have the same teachers for English, 

Math, Science and PE. These four teachers have a common collaboration 

period that allows them to meet, plan and discuss classes, students and 

student work for a total of 235 minutes per week. The Freshman Teams model 

includes interdisciplinary projects for students, parent conference nights, and 

relevant field trips, newsletters to freshmen families, academic interventions 

and college and career awareness activities during the school day.  The goal of 

these small learning communities is to provide support to students as they 

transition to high school, increase student engagement, improve attendance 

and foster a positive learning community.  

 

Why small learning communities? 

Freshman 
Teams 

Our small learning communities 

are designed to better support 

incoming freshmen in order to 

build a strong foundation for 

success in high school. 

l 

 

Team 

Fuji 

 

Team Fuji 
 

    Devrim Sonmez    Math 
 

    Karling Skoglund Science 
  

    Veronica Gray English 
 

    Bob Midgley PE 

 

Team Mauna Kea 
 

    Rick Norbutas Math 
 

    Michelle Purvis Science 
 

    Denny Lane English 
 

    Julie Niehaus PE 

 

Team Olympus 
 

    Chris Anspach Math 
 

    Elisha Coon Science 
 

    Danielle Lovejoy English 

    Jennifer McPherson  
     

    Staci Mitchell PE 

 
 
 

    Kate Kamanga        Counselor 

“My freshman year was one of the 

most inspiring and learning times 

of my life.  I learned a lot about 

myself and how I work, especially 

since I was on the freshman team 

with my peers that shared the 

same teachers, assignments and 

experiences.  I learned that doing 

work could actually be 

compelling.  Looking back on the 

year, I feel like I have improved 

as a student and as a person.”   

A.C. 
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 “Freshman Teams provide an 

excellent support system for our 
students transitioning from 

middle school to high school.  
The small learning community 

offers opportunities for teachers 
to individualize instruction and 
create a sense of belonging.” 

Dennis Housman 
Physical Education 

How are students selected to 
participate in program? 
 

All 9th graders are on a team. Even if they do not have any “team” 
teachers, they are still on a team to participate in the interdisciplinary 
projects and other team activities and events. 

Opportunities to learn more about teams at SVHS include: 

 Sonoma Valley Education Foundation invites you to join us on 
our final tour of the year on Thursday, March 9th, from 10:45-
11:45 am    Please click here to RSVP for the tour  

 Shadow days – various dates 

 February Incoming Freshmen Family Night 

 Visits to Presentation School and St. Francis in the fall to speak 
to 8th graders and/or families 

 

 

For more information on Freshman Teams at Sonoma Valley High 
School, contact Vice Principal Jessica Hutchinson at 933-4010. 

Principal Vice Pincipal Kathleen Hawing at 933-4010. 

 

SVHS Shadow Visit 

Shadow visits are an opportunity for 

8th grade students to visit our 

campus and get an inside view of 

SVHS. Visiting students will attend 

two classes with a host student and 

spend some time getting to know 

our school. The 8th grade student's 

day will begin at 8:55 a.m. with an 

information session in the College & 

Career Center. Student pick up will 

be at 11:10 a.m. in the College & 

Career Center.  Register online at 

www.sonomavalleyhigh.org 

 

 

 

“I enjoyed being on 

freshman team because 

I knew who to ask for 

help when I needed it.  I 

also knew who had the 

same teachers as 

me.  This really helped 

me out.  All the TEAM 

teachers are really great 

teachers.”  

 

“I enjoyed being on 

freshman team 

because I knew who to 

ask for help when I 

needed it.  I also knew 

who had the same 

teachers as me.  This 

really helped me 

out.  All the TEAM 

teachers are really 

great teachers.”  H.J. 
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